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False Appearances in Hamlet
Hamlet is a play that is written by William Shakespeare. Some of the major themes highlighted by Shakespeare in the play include madness and religion. Hamlet appears as a mentally perturbed person following the demise of his father. Ophelia also acknowledges the truth of the madness of Hamlet. One incidence of revenge is demonstrated when the ghost of the King orders Hamlet to revenge for the King's death to Claudius.  False appearances are evident in the play, as demonstrated by Hamlet. 
The first instance of madness is demonstrated by Hamlet when he fakes madness to gather evidence against the perceived murderer of the King, Claudius. According to Shakespeare, Hamlet states that "As I perchance hereafter shall think meet to put an antic disposition on" (p. 47). Such words are stated by Hamlet after he has spoken to the ghost. Antic disposition implies that Hamlet is going to feign madness. Then afterward, he would act and speak unexpectedly. Hamlet tells Horatio and Marcellus that he would fake madness, and in the rest of the play, Hamlet acts in a way that even the audience cannot differentiate whether he is faking or not.
In addition, Hamlet demonstrates a false appearance when he speaks to his mother, Gertrude, during her wedding ceremony. According to Shakespeare, Hamlet states that "Seems, madam! Nay, it is. I know not seems" (p. 30). Hamlet fakes pretense, and his mother thinks that he is still mourning the death of the King. Hamlet tells Gertrude that he is experiencing deeper sadness only that she cannot understand. I think Hamlet is pretending to be mourning and grieving the death of his father so as to win more attention. 
In conclusion, there are several instances in the play that demonstrate a false appearance. The majority of the instances are demonstrated by Hamlet, especially when he fakes madness to gather evidence against Claudius and when he speaks to his mother, Gertrude.
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